
 
 

 

TOWN OF CATHARINE 
TOWN BOARD MEETING – Year-End Meeting 

December 31, 2025 
 

Members Present: Supervisor – Richard Lewis; Councilmen – Glenn Bleiler, C. Michael Learn,  Ronald 
Hoffman.  Code Enforcement Officer – Tony Nevone. 
 
Absent:  Councilperson – Jamee Mack, Highway Superintendent – Martin Vondracek.  
Public in attendance:  Brett Reynolds. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm by Supervisor Lewis. 
Public Heard:  None. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes were approved as read. 
 
RESOLUTION  87-2025 
RESOLVE that the minutes of the December board meeting be accepted. 
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler. 
VOTE   4  ayes,   0  noes 
 
RESOLUTION  88-2025 
RESOLVE that the Annual Clerk’s Report for 2025 be accepted. 
RESOLUTION by Glenn Bleiler, seconded by C. Michael Learn. 
VOTE   4  ayes,   0  noes 
 
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report: None. 
 
RESOLUTION 89-2025 
RESOLVE that the following bills be paid:  G 259 – G 263 in the total sum of $888.19 and H  124 in 
the total sum of $635.14.   
RESOLUTION by Glenn Bleiler, seconded by Ronald Hoffman. 
VOTE    4  ayes,      0  noes 

 
Old Business:   None. 
 
New Business:   
 
Short-Term Rentals:  The town board members and Tony Nevone discussed current regulations 
regarding short-term rentals and whether the town should discuss legislation regarding these rentals. 
Brett Reynolds questions what fees the town would collect if such legislation were passed, and Tony 
explained that there would be yearly operating permit fees and fire inspection fees. The position of 
the county on this matter was discussed, and Tony provided a sample local law and permit papers for 
short-term rentals for the board to view.  Glenn Bleiler discussed waiting to see what the county 
decides to do before deciding on the matter.  The board will discuss this matter at next month’s 



 
 

 

meeting, and decide then whether to hold a public hearing or wait for further developments from the 
county. 
 
The position for Deputy Clerk was discussed, and the town clerk explained that a few people had 
expressed interest in the position; however, the $16 per hour was a problem for all the interested 
parties.  Minimum wage will be increasing to $16 per hour in 2026.  The town clerk researched what 
the hourly wage of a deputy clerk is in other surrounding communities, and shared that information 
with the town board members.  Most localities were offering between $17 to $18 per hour, with 
some offering $20 per hour. 
 
RESOLUTION 90-2025 
RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine increase the salary for the Deputy Clerk position to $17.50 per 
hour with an increase to $18 per hour after applicant meets all position requirements.   
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by C. Michael Learn. 
VOTE    4  ayes,      0  noes 
 
The Vital Statistics Registrar position was discussed by the town clerk and board members.   
 
RESOLUTION 91-2025 
RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine approve a salary of $1,000 per year for the position of Vital 
Statistics Registrar to be paid quarterly, and appoint Kellie Kretchmer to the position.   
RESOLUTION by Glenn Bleiler, seconded by Ronald Hoffman. 
VOTE    4  ayes,      0  noes 
 
The annual resolutions table was discussed by the board members.  Ronald Hoffman expressed 
concern about the Code Enforcement Officer position, and was not ready to reappoint the current 
employee at this time.  Supervisor Lewis stated that the position was a hired position and not 
appointed.  The board members would like clarification of the position and input from the Town’s 
attorney, and will discuss it further at the January 2026 board meeting. 

 
RESOLUTION 92-2025 
RESOLVE that the regular monthly meetings of the Town Board be held the third Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 7:00 pm except for November, when there will be two meetings, one no later 
than November 15th (for the Budget Hearing) and one on the third Tuesday of November. 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the official bank is to be designated as the depositories for the 
Town of Catharine will be the Chemung Canal of Elmira, NY, Montour Falls Branch. 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the official Town Newspaper shall be the Watkins Review and 
Express, published in Dundee, NY, and the website for the Town shall be www.townofcatharine.com, 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the payrolls and utilities can be paid in advance of the audit of 
claims of the Town Board, 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the mileage for trips pertaining to Town business for the Town of 
Catharine, be paid as per IRS guidelines.  This reimbursement does not apply to meetings of the Town 
Board. 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, there will be a year-end meeting held before the end of the fiscal 
year, 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following appointments, terms of office, and salaries of the 
following officials and employees of the Town of Catharine for the year 2026 are hereby fixed in the 
amount set forth opposite each name, with the name for the Code Enforcement Officer position to 



 
 

 

be discussed at the January 2026 Board Meeting, and shall be payable at the time indicated in the 
following table: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler.  
VOTE   3  ayes (Ronald Hoffman, Glenn Bleiler, C. Michael Learn) ,   1  no (Richard Lewis)  
 
RESOLUTION 92-2025 
RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine reappoint Roger Smalley as chairperson to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for the Town of Catharine for a 5-year term effective January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2030. 
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler.  
VOTE  4  ayes,   0  noes 
 
 

Supervisor Richard Lewis $0.00  1/1/24-12/31/27 QT 

Deputy 
Supervisor Glenn Bleiler $0.00  1/1/26-12/31/28   

Town Clerk Kellie Kretchmer $26,293  1/1/26-12/31/28 BW 

Deputy Town 
Clerk TBD $18/hr -- BW 

Deputy Town 
Clerk-Per Diem Diane Sidle $19.07/hr 1/1/26-12/31/26 BW 

Councilmen Brett Reynolds $1,000/yr 1/1/26-12/31/28 QT 

  C. Michael Learn $1,000/yr 1/1/24-12/31/27 QT 

  Ronald Hoffman $1,000/yr 1/1/24-12/31/27 QT 

  Glenn Bleiler $1,000/yr 1/1/26-12/31/28 QT 

Town Justice Ronald Goossen $4,400.00 1/1/24-12/31/27 BW 

Court Clerk Deb Riley $4,680.00  1/1/26-12/31/26 BW 

Hwy. 
Superintendent Martin Vondracek $35,000.00 1/1/26-12/31/26 BW 

Attorney Guy Krogh, Thaler &Thaler 
Attorney $300/hour 

Paralegal $200/hour  1/1/26-12/31/26  As Needed 

Code 
Enforcement  $35.00/hr 1/1/26-12/31/26 BW 

Budget Officer Richard Lewis $0.00  1/1/26-12/31/26  

Bookkeeper Becki Wheeler $35.00/hr 1/1/26-12-31/26 BW 

MEO  Abe Visscher $21.65/hr 1/1/26-12/31/26 BW 

MEO Loren Walp $20.84/hr 1/1/26-12/31/26 BW 

Public Health 
Officer Dr. Benjamin Saks $599.00/yr 1/1/26-12/31/26 Q 

Historian Carol Fagnan $200.00/yr 1/1/26-12/31/26 Y 

Registrar of Vital 
Statistics Kellie Kretchmer $1,000/yr 1/1/26-12/31/26 Q 

Deputy Registrar Diane Sidle $10/Copy 1/1/26-12/31/26 $10/copy 

Planning Board 
Secretary Kellie Kretchmer $20.00/meeting 1/1/26-12/31/26 

Per 
Meeting 



 
 

 

RESOLUTION 93-2025 
RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine reappoint Chris Conolly to the Town of Catharine Planning Board 
for a 5-year term effective January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2030. 
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler.  
VOTE  4  ayes,   0  noes 
 
Correspondence – The Town Clerk received a letter from New York State’s Department of Agriculture 
and Markets stating that the Southern Tier Animal Control (STAC) facility has passed its state 
inspection. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler.  
All in favor. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:42 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kellie Kretchmer 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
 
Next meeting January 20, 2026 


