
 
 

 

TOWN OF CATHARINE 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 

November 18, 2025 
 

Members Present:  Supervisor, Richard Lewis; Councilmembers:  Glenn Bleiler, Jamee Mack, C. 
Michael Learn, Ronald Hoffman; Highway Superintendent – Marty Vondracek. 
Absent:  Code Enforcement Officer – Tony Nevone. 
 
Public in attendance:  Brett Reynolds, Chris Conolly, Roxanne Leyes, Robert Halpin, Kristi Allen. 
 
The Town Board meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm by Supervisor Lewis. 
 
Public Be Heard – None. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes of the October board meeting were approved as read. 
 
RESOLUTION 72-2025 
RESOLVE that the minutes of the October board meeting be accepted. 
RESOLUTION by Jamee Mack , seconded by Ronald Hoffman. 
VOTE  4   ayes,      0  noes, 1 abstained – Glenn Bleiler. 
 
Minutes of the November 5th public hearing were approved as read. 
 
RESOLUTION 73-2025 
RESOLVE that the minutes of the November 5th public hearing be accepted. 
RESOLUTION by Glenn Bleiler, seconded by Ronald Hoffman. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 
RESOLUTION 74-2025 
RESOLVE that the October Clerk’s Report be accepted as submitted to the Supervisor. 
RESOLUTION by Jamee Mack, seconded by C. Michael Learn. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 
RESOLUTION 75-2025 
RESOLVE that the October Justice Report be accepted as submitted to the State Comptroller and the 
Supervisor. 
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by C. Michael Learn. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 
Zoning Report:  No report available.  
 
RESOLUTION 76-2025  
RESOLVE that the October Supervisor’s Report be accepted as submitted to the Supervisor. 
RESOLUTION by Glenn Bleiler, seconded by Ronald Hoffman. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report:  Marty stated that they went over Connecticut Hill with the mower 
to get the brush down.  They installed two driveway pipes, and have been hauling in salt and sand.  
There was an issue with the spreader in the International, the auger would not turn.  There was 
debris in it, and it is now working again.  They have also been doing shop work. 



 
 

 

RESOLUTION 77-2025 
RESOLVE that the following bills be paid:  G 214 – G 231 in the total sum of $7,110.96 and H 104 – H 
116 in the total sum of $20,551.49.   
RESOLUTION by Jamee Mack, seconded by Glenn Bleiler. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 
Unfinished Business: None. 
 
New Business:  Energy Choice Act Resolution – the Town Board members discussed the different 
versions of the resolutions shared via emails.  Jamee Mack explained her thoughts on Langworthy’s 
proposed resolution, and stated the she felt it was too political in nature.  She recommended that the 
town should choose the three resolutions that were passed by the Schuyler County Legislature 
instead. 
 
RESOLUTION 78-2025 
RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine adopt a resolution calling on members of the New York Senate 
and Assembly to support legislation that would authorize local governments to opt out of mandates 
and benchmarks established under the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) 
and support the passage of Senate Bill S.8481 and Assembly Bill A.8996. 

WHEREAS, New York State, through the enactment of the Climate Leadership and 
Community Protection Act (CLCPA), has established aggressive mandates and benchmarks requiring 
universal electrification of energy, housing, and transportation sectors, and 

WHEREAS, while the goals of reducing carbon emissions and expanding renewable energy 
are laudable, the one-size-fits-all mandates arising from the CLCPA have created an alarming 
crisis in energy affordability, reliability, and local economic stability, and 

WHEREAS, Schuyler County is experiencing skyrocketing utility rates, escalating housing 
construction costs, and increased burdens on residents and businesses as a direct result of 
electrification mandates, including but not limited to: 

• Building code requirements prohibiting the installation of natural gas hookups; 
• State-imposed vehicle sales quotas that will prohibit the future sale of traditional 

vehicles; and 
• Infrastructure benchmarks requiring widespread deployment of electric vehicle 

charging stations, which are neither practical nor financially feasible for many 
communities; and 

 WHEREAS, rural towns, villages, and counties lack the infrastructure, energy capacity, and 
tax base necessary to safely and affordably implement these requirements, thereby placing 
disproportionate strain on municipalities already facing fiscal and operational challenges, and 

WHEREAS, New York State's tradition of "home rule" recognizes the authority of local 
governments to make decisions that best reflect the unique needs, capacities, and interests of their 
residents and businesses, and 

WHEREAS, local governments across the State ought to be afforded the authority to 
determine the pace and scope of participation in universal electrification and climate mandates, 
ensuring energy policy that is both practical and responsive to local conditions, and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Catharine is in support of the New York State Senate Bill S.8481/ 
Assembly Bill A8996, which would authorize local governments to opt out of mandates and 
benchmarks arising under the CLCPA and associated universal electrification requirements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Catharine calls upon the New York 
State Legislature and Governor to enact legislation amending the Environmental Conservation Law, 
the Public Service Law, the Energy Law, and the Executive Law to expressly authorize local 



 
 

 

governments to opt out of mandates and benchmarks arising under the Climate Leadership and 
Community Protection Act and associated universal electrification requirements.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded by the Clerk to 
the Governor of the State of New York, the Temporary President of the New York State Senate, 
the Speaker of the New York State Assembly, the Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, the Chair of the New York State Public Service 
Commission, Senator Tom O’Mara, Assemblyman Phil Palmesano, and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 
RESOLUTION 79-2025 
RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine adopt a resolution requesting Governor Hochul and New York 
State Legislature to reassess and relax New York State Climate Leadership and Community Protection 
Act (CLCPA) Requirements. 

WHEREAS, the Town of Catharine is charged with representing the interests of residents, 
businesses, farms, and non-profits across the Town, and 

WHEREAS, New York State’s 2019 Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) 
sets the most aggressive climate goals in the nation, including reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
85% by 2050 and requiring a zero-emission electricity system by 2040, and 

WHEREAS, subsequent laws and regulations—such as the 2023 statewide ban on fossil fuel 
equipment in new construction (S4006c/A3006c), the mandate that 35% of new vehicles sold by 
2026 be “emission-free” (rising to 68% by 2030 and 100% by 2035), and the 
requirement that all school districts purchase only electric buses starting in 2027—impose substantial 
costs on households, municipalities, and school districts, and 

WHEREAS, compliance with these mandates will require unprecedented upgrades to the 
electric grid, expanded transmission capacity, and significant new infrastructure—costs that are 
increasingly being shifted to ratepayers through proposals such as New York State Electric and Gas 
(NYSEG)’s June 2025 request for 35% electric and 40% gas delivery rate increases, and 

WHEREAS, these rising costs come at a time when inflation and housing costs are 
already straining household budgets, and they disproportionately affect fixed-income seniors, working 
families, farmers, and small businesses in rural communities like Schuyler County, and 

WHEREAS, while the Town of Catharine recognizes the importance of wise environmental 
stewardship, state policies must balance climate goals with affordability, 
economic stability, grid reliability, and technological feasibility, and 

WHEREAS, the New York State Energy Planning Board has announced public hearings 
beginning September 3, 2025, with written comments accepted into October, on the Draft 2025 State 
Energy Plan—a key opportunity for local governments and residents to voice concerns, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Catharine calls upon Governor Kathy 
Hochul and the New York State Legislature to reassess the pace and scope of the CLCPA and related 
mandates, and to: 

• Conduct a transparent cost-benefit analysis before further implementation; 
• Delay or relax mandates until affordable, reliable, and scalable alternatives are 

available; 
• Provide direct financial relief or exemptions for rural and economically vulnerable 

communities; and 
• Ensure meaningful public input from counties, municipalities, and ratepayers before 

enacting policies with major financial impacts. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded by the Clerk to 
Governor Hochul, Senator O’Mara, Assemblyman Palmesano, the New York State Energy Planning 



 
 

 

Board, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 
RESOLUTION 80-2025 
RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine adopt a resolution opposing NYSEG proposed rate increases. 

WHEREAS, the Town of Catharine represents the interests of its residents, businesses, and 
non-profits, and 

WHEREAS, on June 30, 2025, New York State Electric and Gas (NYSEG) filed a formal request 
with the New York State Public Service Commission (PSC), proposing a 35% increase in electric 
delivery revenues (about an 18.4% rise in total electric bills) and a 39.4% increase in gas delivery 
revenues (approximately 22.1% increase in total gas bills) for residential customers, and 

WHEREAS, for an average household using 600 kWh/month, NYSEG estimates the electric 
portion of the bill would rise by about $33.12/month (a 23.7% total increase), and for gas (using 83 
therms), about $33.57/month (a 33.5% total increase), and 

WHEREAS, this proposal—part of NYSEG’s “Powering New York” infrastructure modernization 
plan—aims to overhaul aging equipment, improve grid reliability, meet state mandates (e.g., 
broadband make-ready, storm resiliency), and purports to enhance customer service, including $413 
million targeted at low-income assistance, along with hiring approximately 1,100 new employees over 
a five-year rollout, and 

WHEREAS, similar proposals by National Grid already approved by the PSC are expected to 
raise electric and gas household bills by about $22/month, totaling nearly $600/year by 2027, and 

WHEREAS, energy costs are rising nearly twice as fast as inflation, and low-income households 
now spend roughly 8.6% of their income on electricity, while over 21 million U.S. households are 
behind on utility payments, with $24 billion in overdue bills nationally; and 

WHEREAS, NYSEG is expected to generate approximately $557 million in additional annual 
revenue if the proposal is approved, and 

WHEREAS, many state leaders have underscored the need for utilities to prioritize ratepayer 
affordability and criticized excessive executive compensation amid rate increases, citing the burden 
unfairly placed on working families, seniors, and low-income residents, especially at a time when 
many are struggling to pay bills—citing over 1.2 million customers in arrears totaling almost $2 billion 
statewide, and 

WHEREAS, energy advocacy experts recommend mitigations such as home energy audits, 
improved insulation, programmable thermostats, and weather stripping, which can yield meaningful 
savings for households. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Catharine urges the Public Service 
Commission to reject or substantially modify NYSEG’s proposed rate increases—and to: 

• Phase in increases, if any, more gradually 
• Ensure robust protections for households on fixed incomes and small businesses 
• Increase transparency on utility financials, including dividends to parent companies 
• Require independent ratepayer affordability impact assessments 
• Mandate meaningful public hearings and community input as part of PSC deliberations 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be sent by the Clerk to Governor Kathy 
Hochul, Senator O’Mara, Assemblyman Palmesano, Rory Christian, NYS Public Service Commission, 
and Patricia Nilsen, NYSEG, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler. 
VOTE    5 ayes,      0  noes 
 



 
 

 

Year-end meeting – The board members discussed their availability, and chose December 29th at 2 
pm for the 2025 year-end meeting.  Glenn will come in at 1 pm to work on the annual audit checklist 
with the town’s bookkeeper, Becki Wheeler. 
 
Motion by Jamee Mack, second by Ronald Hoffman at 7:23 pm to enter executive session to discuss a 
personnel matter. 
 
Motion by Jamee Mack, second by Glenn Bleiler to exit executive session at 7:31 pm.  No resolution. 
 
Motion to Adjourn by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by Glenn Bleiler. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kellie Kretchmer 
Town Clerk/Collector 
 
Next meeting December 16, 2025 at 7:00 pm 
Year-End Meeting December 29, 2025 at 2 pm 


