TOWN OF CATHARINE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
October 21, 2025

Members Present: Supervisor, Richard Lewis; Councilmembers: Ronald Hoffman, Jamee Mack, C.
Michael Learn; Highway Superintendent — Marty Vondracek.
Absent: Councilmember — Glenn Bleiler; Code Enforcement Officer — Tony Nevone.

Public in attendance: Larry Reynolds, Brett Reynolds, Roxy Johnston, Isaac Walker, Kristi Allen, Kay
Friedlander, Joan Hendy-Kline, Sara Fontana, Alyssa Morse, Chris Conolly, Bill Fearn.

The Town Board meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Supervisor Lewis.

Public Be Heard — Alyssa Morse from the Schuyler County Public Health Department came in to
discuss services/programs offered by the Health Department, including rabies clinics, lead poisoning
prevention, and area drug take-back days.

Roxanna Johnston, Chair for the Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization
and Isaac Walker, Cayuga Lake Watershed Manager came in to discuss what their organization has
been doing in the past year and how they can help with grant opportunities in the area.

Minutes: Minutes were approved as read.

RESOLUTION 65-2025

RESOLVE that the minutes of the September board meeting be accepted.
RESOLUTION by Jamee Mack, seconded by Ronald Hoffman.

VOTE 4 ayes, 0 noes

RESOLUTION 66-2025

RESOLVE that the September Clerk’s Report be accepted as submitted to the Supervisor.
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by C. Michael Learn.

VOTE 4 ayes, 0 noes

RESOLUTION 67-2025

RESOLVE that the September Justice Report be accepted as submitted to the State Comptroller and
the Supervisor.

RESOLUTION by C. Michael Learn, seconded by Ronald Hoffman.

VOTE 4 ayes, 0 noes

Zoning Report: Supervisor Lewis read the report provided by Tony Nevone stating that he conducted
23 inspections and issued 4 building permits. He also identified and acted upon 1 new violation and
visited multiple locations with open violations to view progress with corrections, and attended 7
formal meetings to discuss violations.

RESOLUTION 68-2025

RESOLVE that the September Supervisor’s Report be accepted as submitted to the Supervisor.
RESOLUTION by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by C. Michael Learn.

VOTE 4 ayes, 0 noes

Highway Superintendent’s Report: Marty stated that the brush cutting went well, but there was not
enough time to finish everything, including the dead ends on Oak Hill Road and Connecticut Hill.



Hopefully they will be able to get to those the next time they have the boom mower. They have also
been working on shared services with Cayuta and Soil and Water. They have also hauled in all the
sand for this coming winter as well as eight loads of waste salt from Watkins. Two trucks are set up
for winter and they have been doing shop work. All trucks are now running.

RESOLUTION 69-2025

RESOLVE that the following bills be paid: G 194 — G 213 in the total sum of $9,197.80 and H 92 — H
103 in the total sum of $27,774.78.

RESOLUTION by Jamee Mack, seconded by Ronald Hoffman.

VOTE 4 ayes, 0 noes

Unfinished Business: 2026 Budget — The members of the town board discussed the changes that
were made for next year’s budget with increases in several budget lines due to rising costs. The
highest increases were the 18% increase in health insurance costs and the high cost requested for
fire protection. Jamee Mack requested another budget workshop before the public hearing for the
budget, and the Town Clerk will check with Glenn for his availability. A public hearing to discuss the
budget and the possible need for a Local Law to override the tax cap will be set for November 5",
2025 at 7 pm here at the town hall. The board members discussed sending a letter to the Village of
Odessa and the Odessa Fire Department regarding the hardships presented by the amount they have
requested from the Town of Catharine for fire protection services.

RESOLUTION 70-2025

RESOLVE that the Town Supervisor of the Town of Catharine will sign the letter addressed to the
Village of Odessa and the Odessa Fire Department regarding finances and the fire protection amount
requested from the Town of Catharine. (See Exhibit A)

RESOLUTION by Jamee Mack, seconded by C. Michael Learn.

New Business: Assessment Shared Services Renewal — It is time to renew the contract with Schuyler
County for shared services for assessments.

RESOLUTION 71-2025

RESOLVE that the Town of Catharine renew the contract with Schuyler County Real Property Tax
Services to provide assessment services for the Town of Catharine for the period from October 1,
2025 through September 30, 2031.

RESOLUTION by Jamee Mack, seconded by Ronald Hoffman.

VOTE 4 ayes, 0 noes

Motion to Adjourn by Ronald Hoffman, seconded by C. Michael Learn.
Meeting adjourned at 7:29 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kellie Kretchmer
Town Clerk/Collector

Next meeting November 18, 2025 at 7:00pm



EXHIBIT A

TOWN OF CATHARINE

Founded in 1798

Schuyler County
5182 Park Road
Odessa, NY 14869

Phone: 607-594-2273
Fax: 607-594-2274
www.townofcatharine.com

October 21, 2025
Subject: Notice of Budgetary Constraints for Fiscal Year 2026

This letter is to inform you of the town's significant budgetary constraints for the upcoming fiscal year, 2026.
Due to the rising costs of everything the town needs to continue to serve our residents, we are regrettably
unable to meet the expected costs for fire protection that were originally laid out when you were hoping to
form a fire district.

As you are aware, the fire department's budget comprises a significant portion of our municipality's total
expenditures. While public safety remains a top priority, we are faced with difficult decisions across all
departments to ensure the town's financial sustainability.

The Town Council values the dedicated service your department provides to our community. The safety and
security of our residents are of the utmost importance. However, to maintain a balanced budget, we must
make several reductions that will affect all town services.

We understand that budget reductions will impact your department's ability to maintain services and may
affect discretionary spending on items such as new equipment, training, or station maintenance. The Town
Council is committed to collaborating with you to find solutions that minimize the impact on essential services
and first responder safety. We would like to hear from you regarding your thoughts on this matter.

Thank you for your understanding during this challenging time. We look forward to working with you to
navigate these financial challenges.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Lewis, Town Supervisor
Town of Catharine



